
Dear Friends of Epilepsy Florida,

Like many others, our organization has been closely monitoring the coronavirus (COVID-19)
situation. We are taking guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and state/local health
departments as we continuously assess our operations moving forward.

We are canceling, postponing, and rescheduling all special event programs until further
notice. Additionally, all Epilepsy Florida staff will be providing virtual services across the state.
Our staff will continue to be available, as always, via email and phone.

These decisions have been made out of concern for the rapidly evolving situation with
COVID-19, and with the health and safety of those we serve as our highest priority. We thank
you for your patience and continued support as we navigate this unanticipated scenario.

For more information about COVID-19 and steps to prevent illness, please visit the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
nCoV/index.html.

Please take care of one another, and stay well.

Sincerely,

Karen Basha Egozi
President & CEO
Epilepsy Florida



Postponed: 2020 Walk the Talk for Epilepsy

Due to COVID-19 precautions and because the health and safety of those we serve is
our highest priority, we have made the decision to postpone all of our currently
scheduled Walk the Talk for Epilepsy events until the fall of 2020.

For all current registrants and teams, rest assured your registrations will remain valid. There
is nothing you need to do as far as your registration is concerned. For any additional
information, please contact Mary Gomez at  mgomez@epilepsyfl.org.

These walks, scheduled in cities across the state, are a core part of our annual calendar and
a key way we are able to connect with our Florida communities to raise much needed
awareness and support for those affected by epilepsy and seizures. We thank you for your
involvement and participation in making these events a highlight of our year, and look forward
to updating you once all dates have been rescheduled.

This is Us

Our name has changed, but we have the



same mission of providing real help for
individuals living with epilepsy, their families,
and caregivers. This is us.

For nearly 50 years, we have been committed
and provided support to the epilepsy
community of Florida. This is us.

Whether a person newly diagnosed with
epilepsy, the parent of a child struggling with
seizures, or the caregiver of a loved one
without work because of their condition, we
are committed to being the first call for anyone
living with epilepsy. This is us.

If you or someone you know has questions or
would like more information, call us toll-free at
1-877-55-EPILEPSY (1-877-553-7453) or visit
www.epilepsyfl.com.  

Get Informed and Be Ready: 2020 U.S. Census
The results of the 2020 U.S. Census will help determine how hundreds of billions of dollars in
federal funding flow into communities every year for the next decade. With epilepsy being the
most common neurological disorder in children, it's crucial that all children and their families
receive the appropriate services and care they need in our Florida communities. Without a
proper census count, however, our state will fall short of meeting those needs.

Children under five-years-old are among population groups historically undercounted in the
census. In fact, according to the Population Reference Bureau analysis of data from the U.S.
Census Bureau, 84% of children in Miami-Dade County under age the age of five live in tracts
with a very high risk of undercounting young children. Everyone has the opportunity to shape
the future of children they know. Start by counting every child in the home.

Beginning in March, you will receive invitations and reminders to respond to the census in the
mail. If a household does not respond to any of the invitations, a census taker will follow-up in
person. Taking the census is safe and easy. Your data is confidential and protected by federal
law. Your answers can only be used to produce statistics. By law, your information cannot be
shared with immigration enforcement agencies, law enforcement agencies, or be used to
determine your eligibility for government benefits. The Census Bureau protects information that
identifies respondents or their households for 72 years. The questionnaire contains a few simple
questions and only takes a few minutes to complete.

Get informed and be ready. Our future is counting on you.

Epilepsy Florida is a proud partner and supporter of the 2020 U.S. Census.

Tune In: Aquestive's Epilepsy Facebook Event



A Magical Day at Disney
Thank you to everyone who joined us in celebrating “Purple Day Around the World for
Epilepsy Awareness” at Walt Disney World’s Contemporary Resort on March 1!

The event featured a full day of epilepsy education, an epilepsy expo, and, of course, a visit
from Mickey and Minnie. Spaceship Earth at Epcot was also lit purple for epilepsy awareness
– it was truly magical!



Celebrate Your Birthday by Giving Back!

Did you know you can dedicate your birthday to support a



cause, like Epilepsy Florida, on Facebook?

Two weeks before your birthday, you will automatically see a
message from Facebook in your news feed giving the option
to create a fundraiser for your birthday. You can create a
fundraiser for many U.S. nonprofits – including Epilepsy
Florida! Once the fundraiser has been created, your friends
will receive a notification inviting them to support the cause in
honor of your special day.

Learn more about how you can make your birthday even
more meaningful!

Clayton Feig Legacy Fund – Faces of Epilepsy

Gabriela Huerta Villalobos is a 21-year-old who resides
with her mother, Thais, in Miami-Dade.

Gabriela’s mother is a single parent trying to do all she
can to provide for herself and her daughter. She is the
only source of income for their household. While mom
works, Gabriela has a specialized in-home care
provider who can provide adequate care. Unfortunately,
Thais lost her job; and with it, Gabriela’s in-home care
provider. Thais was faced with a difficult situation, not
having suitable care for Gabriela and no income to
meet even their most basic needs. From the help of her
community and church she was able to receive some
financial assistance to cover her rent for one month.

In the meantime, the staff at Epilepsy Florida worked
tirelessly to try and find appropriate child care
assistance that could cater to Gabriela’s specific
medical needs. After multiple calls and referrals,
Gabriela’s case manager from Epilepsy Florida was
able to enroll her in a program that caters to her needs. This program was able to provide
funds towards a home care provider of the mothers’ choice for 15 consecutive days. Within
those 15 days Gabriela’s mother was able to gain steady employment, and she can now
continue to provide for herself and Gabriela.

To read more stories like this one, visit our Faces of Epilepsy archive.

Real Epilepsy Help: Here and Now
Here's a quick glance at our services provided in February 2020:





SUPPORT
EPILEPSY FLORIDA

No one can prepare for a seizure as it can happen at the most unexpected time.
There are currently 426,000 individuals who suffer from epilepsy across Florida
with more than 93,720 of those sufferers being children. Prevention and
education can better prepare those impacted by the disease. Epilepsy Florida is
here to help provide services and resources to those needing it most, and to
those seeking more information.

Epilepsy Florida offers extensive and supportive services and programs to
individuals, families, friends, and the community at large, including:

•  Educational presentations
•  Current epilepsy resources and information
•  Medical services
•  Support groups
•  Sponsorship & Volunteer Opportunities
•  Summer Camp
•  Patient Navigation
•  So much more!

To become a client and for more information about the organization, the
individuals it serves, and the resources provided to those in need, visit
www.EpilepsyFL.com or call 1-877-553-7453.

 

Make a Donation
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